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(A) INTRODUCTION

rpTIOR several centuries the chief habitation of the Bells was o\
Scotch border, in both Bngland and Scotland. From thence
migrated to all parts ofthe British Isles and, later, toall parts <

British Empire and America.
Bells settled in North Ireland as early as 1658, and in the Ame

colonies as early as 1620. They are still coming to America from <
Britain.

In England, Scotland and Ireland the Bells were armour bearing,
following Bell famihes, who received grants ofarms and lands, some of
asfar bach as theearly part ofthesixteenth century, are listed in BUR]

GENERAL ARMORY:
Belview, co. fermanagh, granted 1819; Overton, co. York; Be

Park, Rent; Hursk Gall, co. York; Woolsmgton Hall, Northumber!
Sunderland, co. Durham; Berkshire and Buckinghamshire; Exxex; E
Glouchestershire; Jamaica; London; Haughley, co. Suffolk; Lord <
Baron of the Exchequer, who d. 1577; London; Newcastle; Fawe Parl
Cumberland; Northumberland and Cumberland; Westmoreland and C
berland; Kirkconnel, co. Dumfries; Provosthaugh, co. Dumfries; Ea
1782; Fortoun, co. Haddington, 1855; Beaupre Hall, co. Norfolk; Yorks

That most of these families were derived from a common stockis si
by the fact that acommon feature oftheir Coats ofArms was three bells,
oftheir crests a hawk belled. See Chapter (O).

The following is quoted from reliable authorities regarding the or
meaning, etc., ofthename "Bell": "Be//.- Bellot,Bellison,Izod ... la
etc., are allsupposed to represent the offspring ofIsabella or Islot, its din
tive. Bell and Bellot may more probably come from theshop or tavern si
"Bell: Those who carried off the bell orprize, when used as a sign or a
armorial b^ing." "Norman: La Bel; Old French: Le Bel (for 'fine
'handsome'); Old Norse: Beli; Frisian: Bela, Bel, Bele; Swedish' ]
Dutch: Bel; FUmish: Baele, Beli."

The Bell family has been prominent inthe British Empire and inAme
its members having played important r61es in war and in peace. Fai
pride is a commendable trait and should be cultivated. All Bells have
caused to beproud oftheir family historyand traditions.

Unless otherwise plainlyshown, the persons in this volume whose na
are accompanied by three figures are sons or daughters of the immedia
preceding persons bearing immediate preceding consecutive numl
All persons ineach group, bearing the same letter as a part of their respec
numbers are directly related. The generations of the descendants of tl
bearing numbers of threefigures are represented as foUows:

Generations 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
Symbols (1), etc. (A), etc. (a), etc. I, etc. A, etc.
Generations .6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
Symbols a, etc. (I), etc. (i), etc. I, etc. i, etc.
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(A) INTRODUCTION

|p OR several centuries the chief habitation of the Bells was on the
Scotch border, in both Bngland and Scotland. Froin thence they
migrated to allp^ts of the British Isles and, later, to all parts of the

British Bmpire and America.
Bells settled in North Ireland as early as 1658, and in the Am^ican

colonies as early as 1620. They are still coming to America from Great
Britain.

In Bngland, Scotland and Ireland the Bells were armour bearing. The
following Bell families, who received grants ofarms and lands, some of them
asfar bach as the early part of the sixteenth century, are listed in BURKE'S

GENERAL ARMORY:
Belview, CO. fermanagh, granted 1819; Overton, co. York; Bourne

Park, Kent; Thirsk Gall, co. York; Woolsington Hall, Northumberland;
Sunderland, co. Durham; Berkshire and Buckinghamshire; Exxex; Essex;
Glouchestershire; Jamaica; London; Haughley, co. Suffolk; Lord Chief
Baron of the Exchequer, who d. 1577; London; Newcastle; Fawe Park, co.
Cumberland; Northumberland and Cumberland; Westmoreland and Cum
berland; Kirkconnel, co. Dumfries; Provosthaugh, co. Dumfries; Ealing,
1782; Fortoun,co. Haddington, 1855; Beaupre Hall, co. Norfolk; Yorkshire.

That most of these families were derived from a common stock is shown
bythefact that a common feature oftheir CoatsofArms was three bells, and
of theircrestsa hawkbelled. SeeChapter (O).

The followmg is quoted from reliable authorities regarding the origin,
meaning, etc., ofthe name"Bell": "5c//; Bellot,Bellison,Izod . . . Isabel,
etc., are all supposed to represent the ofiPspring ofIsabella or Islot, its diminu
tive. Bell and Bellot may more probably come from theshop ortavern sign."
" Bell: Those who carried off the bell or prize, when used as a sign oras an
armorial bearing." "Norman: La Bel; Old French: Le Bel (for 'fine' or
'handsome'); Old Norse: Beli; Frisian: Bela, Bel, Bele; Swedish: Bell;
Dutch: Bel; Flemish: Baele, Beli."

TheBell family hasbeen prominent in the British Empire andinAmerica,
its members having played important rdles in war and in peace. Family
pride is a commendable trait and should be cultivated. All Bells have just
cau^d to be proud of their familyhistory and traditions.

Unlessotherwiseplainly shown, the persons in this volumewhose names
are accompanied by three figures are sons or dau^ters of the immediately
preceding persons bearing immediately preceding consecutive numbers.
All persons in each group, bearing thesame letter asa part oftheir re^ective
numbers are directly related. The generations of the descendants of those
bearingnumbers of three figures are represented as follows:

Generations 1st
Symbols (I), etc.
Generations -.6th
Symbols a, etc.

2nd 3rd 4th 5th
(A), etc. (a), etc. 1, etc. A, etc.
7th 8th 9th 10th
(I), etc. (i), etc. I, etc. i, etc.


